
n past issues 
Rose has 
shared interiors 
tips about 
everything 
from fung 
shui to 
moodboards, 
but this month 
we take a 
more personal 
peek into her 
toolbox to find 
out about the 
experiences 
of the lady 
behind the 
leather, linen 
and lavishness. i

What’s the quickest way to zhoozh up a room? 
There are actually two inexpensive ways: paint and accessories. Look out for 
quality bargains with accessories.

Tell us about your worst décor disaster, and how you fixed it.  
A consultation at the house of a very nice English lady left me totally 
gobsmacked by what I encountered. First, the garden was littered with cats – 
everywhere. There were so many of them.  Then, in the dining room I could 
not see the floorboards as they were covered in books, magazines, clothes, 
stuff, stuff and more stuff – about five centimetres deep. The furniture 
and the dog in the lounge were out of a scene from Dickens’s Great 
Expectations: grey, old, tattered and the dog ate ash out of the fireplace. I 
had to stop myself from hot-footing it out of there, never to be seen again. 

But I sat through our session and told her I would be in contact. After 
much deliberation, I called her to advise my recommendations. The 
first consideration was achieving a clean house. I offered to assist her in 
collecting all the goods scattered on the floor, packing them into boxes and 

Remember 
that as you 

grow and 
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a person, 

so too 
will your 

style. Just 
remain 

authentic.
“Coming 
out of 
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eConomy, 
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turning 
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over a 
few times 
before 
spending it 
and henCe 
looking 
for 
quality, 
not 
minding 
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knowing 
it will last.”

The highlight of your career? 
the formation of razor interior design, the company i formed 
with my friend when we received our hotels commission. it was an 
absolute dream comes true for me.

Weirdest request from a client? 
it was for the same english lady whose boyfriend muttered as we 
walked into her house, “are they joining the ranks of designers 
whose bones are scattered in the garden?” i had to measure her 
windows for curtains, with the contents of her cupboards piled on 
the whole floor area. it was so scary.  

And your most shameful décor secret? 
if i tell you it won’t be a secret anymore, will it? as the adage says, 
history repeats itself and i am still here to see the return of so many 
trends. i think i may just have let the secret out about how long i 
have been decorating... 

What makes you good at your job? 
a wealth of experience and knowledge accumulated over 
the years, keen eye, network of suppliers and the ability to 
communicate with clients and all parties. 

If you weren’t an interior designer, what would you be 
doing? 
Career wise: anything to do with communications. that is 
my other passion. someone once told me i sound like lisa 
Chait, previously of Cape Talk. they should never have said 
that; it sparked my fantasy of being a talk-show host. family 
wise: i would just love to be a full-time granny, because my 
grandchildren are simply the best.     

Who were/are your design mentors? 
a great deal of my career has involved being self-taught. 
because i am a local is lekker person, i would say that thomas 
milton and stephanie kux (my first bosses) were my foundational 
mentors. mr milton passed on his appreciation of antique 
furniture. i also hold lynn and sibylle mcadam, of block ‘n 
Chisel fame, in high esteem. lynn started biggie best many years 
ago, sold it and later teamed up with her husband (talented in 
woodwork) to form block ‘n Chisel. 

Who/what inspires you? 
the beauty of form and colour and, the guru, dr John demartini.

What’s the most important bit of advice you have ever 
been given? 
“love what you do, and do what you love. live the inspired life.”

And what’s your ‘golden nugget’ of décor advice? 
discover your authentic décor style. do this by collecting pictures 
of the interiors that appeal to you. thereafter, survey the images 
again and you will find your authentic décor style emerging. 
remember that as you grow and evolve as a person, so too will 
your style. Just remain authentic.  

What do you want your tombstone to say? 
i am still working on it! it will probably include my high school 
teachers’ constant remarks: “rose is talkative.”

then moving on from there. she was very 
gracious and mentioned that she had 
elicited the help of a dear friend to assist her 
tackle that task. that was the end of that – i 
did not hear from her again. but i feel sure 
she was sincere in her desire to move on.
 
What’s the most expensive piece of 
furniture you’ve ever bought – for a 
client, and for yourself? 
for a client: 1.6-metre diameter pierre 
Cronje limed ash dining-room table, 
valued at r47 000. i generally up-cycle 
my own furniture and the valuable items i 
have inherited. 

As a general rule, are expensive items 
always of better quality? 
undoubtedly. Coming out of the tight 
economy, people are turning their rands 
over a few times before spending it and 
hence looking for quality, not minding the 
spend, knowing it will last.

What’s your absolute favourite part of 
your work? 
putting a scheme together, sourcing and 
researching the elements. 

What makes you weak at the knees? 
it has to be textures and colours. sometimes 
just looking at an image displaying good 
colour does it for me.

What’s the first thing you do when you 
begin a project? 
after the brief, we jump straight into research 

and development, which leads to floor 
layouts, etc.

And the last, as you’re about to sign off? 
snagging is the last task for a project, just 
before slicing the cork off the champagne 
bottle. (or the cheap bottle of wine, 
depending on the margins achieved!)

How hard is it saying goodbye to your 
rooms once you’re done with them? 
Are they like children to you, or can 
you make a clean break?  
when we have worked on a project from 
scratch, getting fully involved is like nurturing 
a child to that place of release. there are 
some projects that i stay attached to and 
others not, but it’s best to detach. 

What do you think of the makeover 
décor shows on TV which have become 
so popular? 
some are cool and others just plain 
predictable. my favourite is Dress my 
Nest, presented by thom filicia. i feel that 
there should be far more locally produced 
programmes. we have not even begun 
to mine the depth of sa’s talented people 
and products.

Tell us about the most challenging 
project you’ve ever undertaken. 
the hotel projects in ireland, as we had to 
fly over every month for site visits. we took 
on the challenge of working long distance, 
including the manufacture of big ticket items 
to be installed in ireland. 
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